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FROM BELLBOY TO BELFAST BOY . . . Mark O’Hare’s resemblance to football legend George Best got him talent spotted by a lookalike
agency whilst working as a concierge in a Newcastle hotel. Thanks to his looks, Mark is now going places – with or without the help of Slieve
Donard colleague Greg Bowie! See story on page 30.
(Photo: Chris Halpin)

Frustration over leisure centre problems

A TESTING TIME
■ By Claire McLaughlin

DOWNPATRICK’S new
leisure centre has
finally been granted
planning approval –
but not without
conditions attached.
Speaking at Monday night’s
council meeting the chief
executive, John Dumigan,
informed councillors the
project was only granted
approval so long as it met the
demands of the Northern
Ireland Environment Agency.
And he is concerned the
conditions could put the
project in jeopardy.
The Northern Ireland
Environment Agency (NIEA)

has been carrying out
extensive tests of the ground
in front of the existing leisure
centre, where the £12.1
million complex is to be built.
This is due to the fact that
the site, on Lower Market
Street, is located close to an
old gas works, raising
concerns about contaminated
soil.
To date the council has been
forced to spend around
£53,000 on tests.
The agency now wants to
carry out further tests on
other areas of the site at a
cost of £40,000.
NIEA is also demanding that
it is on site throughout the
construction to carry out
regular tests on the ground.
While the chief executive
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SALE
The Northern Ireland Environment Agency is putting Downpatrick’s
new leisure centre project under strain.
welcomed planning approval,
he described the conditions as
“particularly onerous” and
said he was fearful they could
cause major delays.
“No site in Northern Ireland
has had more tests done in

order to establish if it is fit
and proper for a leisure
centre,” said Mr Dumigan.
“But the NIEA are asking
that further tests are done
around the site at the cost of
(to page 13)
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